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Snake Keeper News

EAST SUSSEX HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY

The East Sussex Herpetological Society has
recently been reformed after an absence of
four years and is now seeking new members.
For  further details contact Phil on
Eastbourne (0323) 38156.
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MILTON KEYNES HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Herpetologists in the city of Milton
Keynes are now forming their own society.
New members can look forward to monthly
meetings, monthly newsletter, a help-Iine,
and facts-files. Subscription rates are as
follows; Family £10, single £7.50p and
Junior £1.50p. Contact Pat Pomfret on
(0908) 70112 for further details.
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NORTH EAST REPTILE AND AMPHIBIAN GROUP

Richard Toward has written to tell us of
the formation of the above named group
which will be based in Newcastle upon
Tyne. Anyone requiring further information
can write to him at 5 Tweedy Terrace,
Walker, Newcastle upon Tyne NE6 34S or
telephone (091) 265 3641.
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BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF TORTOISE KEEPERS

The BATK require Tortoise, Turtle and
Terrapin owners to promote the wel fare,
breeding and  conservation of their
chelonians by joining their Association.
IFf you are interested in chelonia contact
the BATK Membership Secretary, Sheila
Richmond on (0922) 53869. The Association
are holding a National Tortoise Day on the
25th July 1989 at Hurrans Garden Centre,
Kidderminster, Worcestershire to which all
are welcome.

ONE DAY EVENT -~ NATIONAL PET WEEK

Berkshire
holding

College of Agriculture are
a one day event to promote

National Pet Week on Saturday the 6th of
May. The aim is to encourage responsible
pet ownership, make people aware of the
benefits conferred by pets and working
animals and to increase public awareness
of  professionals involved with pet
animals. Owners of Mediterranean tortoises
can have their animal weighed, measured
and Jackson ratio calculated and given a
health check between 1 and 2pm. Advice
will be offered on diet, hibernation and
housing. Indoor stands include RSPCA, Cats
Protection League, Small Pet  Mammal
Society and special ist societies for cage
and aviary birds, fish, tarantulas, and
reptiles and amphibians. The event starts
at 1lam. Telephone (062 882) uyuuy for
further information.
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FISH (AND REPTILE/AMPHIBIAN) SHOW

Sal isbury and District Aquarist Society
are holding their annual show on the 10th
September at the College of Technology,
Southampton Road, Sal isbury. The Fformat is
the same as last year and includes classes
for (1) Reptiles, (2) Amphibians and (3)
Arthropods. A trophy will be presented for
each class winner. Further details will be
available shortly.
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I.H.S. WEST MIDLANDS BRANCH
1st HERPETOLOGICAL FAYRE

The event will be held at the Cotwall End
Nature Centre, Catholic Lane, Sedgley,
near Dudley, West Midlands on Saturday the
20th May commencing at 10am. Items for
sale will include captive-bred and wild
I ivestock, books and copies of Snake
Keeper. Doors will close at 5.30pm. No
admission charge will be made and
refreshments will be available. All the
trade tables are now fully booked and the
Branch thank everyone for their enquiries.
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Snake Keeper News continues on page 23.
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The Snakes of South East Bulgaria, Part IT

Coluber rubriceps

As Coluber caspius was subdivided from
Coluber jugularis, so Coluber rubriceps
was subdivided from Coluber najadum by Dr.
Baran (1976). The First occurrence of this
snake in Bulgaria was described by
Bartosik and Beskov (1979). In 1985 the
Czech  herpetologist  Dr. Ivan  Rehak
described a new species Coluber rubriceps
thracius from specimens collected by my
friend David Kral from near the Ropotamo
River. The subspecies C. r. thracius
differs from the nominate form mainly by a
lower number of ventral and subcaudal
scales as well as by a relatively shorter
tail (Rehak, 1985).

Coluber rubriceps is a beautiful [ittle
snake and quite a midget compared with the
other snakes which [ found in these areas.
In length they never exceed 65cm and of
those caught the majority only measured
around 50cm. They were no thicker than a
pencil. The body colour is brown whilst

by Petr Velensky

the forepart of the body and the head have
a greenish tinge. Behind the head there is
a transverse black or blue stripe bordered
by one row of whitish scales. The round
spots and | ittle dots on the lateral sides
of the front part of the body are the same
colours. The ventral surface is white with
a nacreous sheen. [ found a number of
snakes of this species in dry, open places
on the slopes of the Ropotamo Forest area.
The main place in which they were found
was a small, south-west facing area some
30 x 30 metres covered with flat rocks and
a small number of bushes. They were also
found on forest paths and clearings round
electricity pylons. Four times during each
of my visits to this place, [ found one
to two of these snakes under the same
rocks. [ do not know if they were the same
specimens because I was not able to mark
them in any way. However, judging by the
number of sloughed skins below the rocks
there was a very high population density
of these snakes in this area.

Biotope of Coluber rubriceps

Photo: Petr Velensky
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' Above ” Coluber rubriceps thracius

Below Coluber rubriceps blends into its natural surroundings
Photo: Petr Velensky
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The main food of this lovely Iittle snake
is small lizards (Ablepharus kitaibelli,
young Podarcis taurica and baby Lacerta
viridis). 1 did not attempt to keep these
snakes in captivity but released them
immed iately after measur ing and
photographing them. Consequently [ can
only relate the experiences of my friend
Dr. David Kral in this respect. His
spec imens only ate  new-born mice
occasionally and they gradually wasted
away and died after a year. Engelmann
(1985) quotes the number of cylindrical
eggs as 3 to 5.

Elaphe longissima

Of the two observation areas in question,
this snake only occurs in the Ropotamo
Forest. Here two colour varieties are
present, brown and black. Because Elaphe
longissima is a well-known and widely
distributed species [ shall not give a
detailed description of the colouring and
lifestyle. The species from southwest
Bulgaria eat 67% mammals (mainly rodents),
29% birds and 2.5% insects (Beskov, 1978).
Adult animals eat around 60 to 70 prey
items in a year. Once, in 1973, we found a
black specimen some 2.5m high in a tree
and heading towards the nest of a small

bird. I  made one very
observation in June 1986. I saw one
specimen which had been climbing in
branches drift on the water to the pillar
of a bridge in the middle of the Ropotamo
River. After ten minutes it then dropped
into the water and swam to the nearest
bank which was overgrown with rushes.
After a further five minutes it slid out
of the rushes and swam across the river
(some 30 metres) to the opposite bank
which was covered by forest. I took
photographs of this event from the bridge.

interesting

Elaphe quatuor!ineata sauromates

This large (150 and exceptionally 200cm)
black and yellow snake is the subject of a
separate article which is at present in
preparat ion. In the  Sozopol-Ropotamo
region it lives in many places, from dry
biotopes to the marshes (Thieme, 1983). It
is one of the rarest local snakes. In ten
days of searching I saw only one, but this
can probably be explained by its secretive
lifestyle and the fact that it is
basically a 'hider!, much more so than the
Coluber or Natrix species. The main Ffood
of E. g. sauromates consists of rodents
and birds and their eggs. Six to eighteen
eggs are laid during the first half of

Elaphe longissima

Photo: Petr Velensky
Snake Keeper May 1989



the Ropotamo River

Photographs: Petr Velensky
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July and these hatch around the middle of
September.

Elaphe situla

This s one of the most beautiful and
myster ious snakes of Europe. In the areas
in question it lives in the remnants of
the original oak/hornbeam on the | imestone
hills., The |imestone hills are pitted |ike
an  Emmental cheese and thus provide
adequate hiding places for E. situla;
eggs are probably also deposited there. In
addition the holes are also useful Ffor
hibernation. Elaphe situla is not a
thermophile snake and temperatures above
28 degrees are not suitable for it.
Exposure to temperatures above 28 degrees
C for any length of time can be critical
for this species. Despite this, Elaphe
situla Iives in one of the hottest parts
of Europe (see map in Arnold, 1978) and
only up to 600m above sea level. This is
only an illusory contradiction. Elaphe
situla prefers temperatures of 20 to' 25
degrees C and does not Ilike to diverge
from this optimum range. I[n this area it
can seek out these temperatures both
during the day and at night. The |imestone
hills around Sozopol enable it to seek out
suitable temperatures amongst the rocks.

Elaphe situla - blotched variety

it is for this reason that this snhake
leads a very secretive |ifestyle for most
of the year. It is almost impossible to
find Elaphe situla during the hottest part
of the year and, in most instances, the
snake is found only by pure chance. During
my three fortnight-stays in July and one
in October I only found E. situla once, on
the 22nd June 1987. Prior to that date it
had  rained for three days and the
temperature had dropped to 20 degrees C.
When the rain stopped at 1pm I hurried to
the 'situla hill' and there [ found a
female which had newly fed, gl iding slowly
over the ground. A male was found at 7pm
under a rock in the oak/hornbeam copse. In
1982 and 1983 we found Elaphe situla quite
easily at the end of April and the
beginning of May. Young from the previous
year were found below rocks at the top of
the hill; they measured around 33 to 35cm.
The adults were found over a much greater
area around the same time of year; when
the temperature was 20 degrees C. they
moved very slowly. The total lengths of
two of the longest snakes (males) were 102
and 107cm. OFf all the snakes Found in the
Sozopol area 64.9% were males and 35.1%
females.
Elaphe

situla has two basic colour

"

Photo: Petr Velensky
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The viderinary fornmudated range
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adequale indake s 1005 per kg bodyweight per weck.
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from "Diseases of the Reptilia” edited by Cooper & Jackson

Nutrobal A unique calcium balancer and vitamin mix for insectivores and pure meat carnivores, Prices
utropal g, oiher species with a high calcium requirement will also benefit. Especially important 100g  £3.65 | b&p
& for lizards and iguanas which have a high demand for calcium and vitamin D3.
Arkvits A palateable broad spectrum high-potency multivitamin/mineral mix, in powder form 100g £4.43

to sprinkle on food, it helps compensate for deficient diets and in the maintenance
of optimum levels for health. General purpose for all reptiles but idea! for snakes &
where a high calcium supplement is not routinely needed.

ACE-High A special vitamin mix with high levels of vitamins A,C and E to maintain vitamin levels in
times of stress such as breeding, disease, sloughing, showing etc. Also suited to 100g  £6.75
regular use in lacertid lizards where increased levels of vitamin A may be required,
tortoises and turtles also benefit from higher levels of this vitamin.

DISINFECTION
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£4.75

Ark-Klens A non-toxic cleanser & germicide specifically for cleaning and disinfecting vivaria, {fslct)ml
itre £15.00

food bowls, nets etc.
Very good value, in an "Easy dose" bottle 250m| makes up to 25 gallons of solution.

Amphisept An alcohol-based hand rinse, containing an amphoteric germicide and

emolients to stop hands cracking, Just rub in and allow to dry for 30 seconds, 500ml £7.50
it needs no towels. Ideal for cleansing hands or surfaces between animals. reusable
; An extremely valuable general purpose iodophore disinfectant. Specially
Tamodine -E jicensed by MAFF for use against certain virus diseases of fish and other animals. {12513:2[ §$4080

Tamodine .A veterinary povidone iodine antibacterial product which can be

£5.15
used for cleansing ulcers and wounds. 100m

-
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For deétails of these and other products or to order goods directly telephone 0962-880376. (10% Discount for
Club orders over £100) . Cheques payable to: Vetark Products Ltd, P.O.Box 60, Winchester, Hants, SO23 9XN
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laphe situla - striped variety

varieties which occur together over the
whole of their distribution range. The
most frequently found are those with red
or brown dorsal spots on a grey or beige
background. This variety is designated
Elaphe situla leopardina but there is no
doubt  that it is not  taxonomically
independent. The second variety has two
longitudinal stripes which are red behind
the head and brown further down the body.
In the areas under observation we found

79% of spotted and 21% of striped
specimens.
The reproductive capacity of Elaphe

situla is low as a result of its secretive
| ifestyle. According to available
I iterature the number of eggs laid is
given as 2 to 5, 3 to 5 or 2 to 7 (Arnold,
1978; Bannikov, 1978; Bruno, 1984; Beskov,
1985; Engelmann, 1985 and others. Sigg
(1988) hypothesises that these snakes may
have a biennial reproductive cycle. This I
would support but only because [ found one
female (that mentioned above) with a total
length of 72cm, found on June 22nd, but
which showed no signs of gravidity. Their
food consists mainly of small mammals. In
the stomachs of 10 animals in south-west
Bulgaria, Dr. Beskov found only mammals,
rodents and insects. From the 62% of baby

10
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Photo: Petr Velensky

mammals found in the stomachs of these
snakes it can be assumed that these snakes
hunt in mammal burrows underground. Beskov
(1978) also states that this snake often
hunts at night.

Malpolon monspessulanus insignatus

In the Ropotamo area this snake |ives in
the high overgrown sand dunes and in
clearings which have been made in the dry
forests for electricity Iines. In the
Sozopol area it lives in dry stone areas
and in bushy divisions between the
terraced fields.

Young animals are |Iight brown with a
pattern of white and black dots. Adults
are wuniformly grey or bluish- grey. The
change in colouring occurs at a length of
about one metre. One female which I had
caught on the 10th May 1985 measured 103cm
and had residual juvenile markings. It did
not lay any eggs in that year. Another
female caught on the 10th May 1985
measured 97cm and had adult colouring.
This female laid 10 eggs on the 8th June
1985. She had sloughed nine days prior to
the eggs being laid. The weight of the
clutch of eggs was 100 grammes. The
average size of the eggs was 35 x 20.55mm.
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At 29 to 30 degrees C the eggs hatched
after 57 to 60 days. The young measured
28cm (body) and 6cm (tail ).

The chance of finding these snakes in the
areas [ was investigating s low. On
average I was only able to see this snake
once every ten days. Malpolon
monspessulanus s an active diurnal snake
which moves very quickly. When handled or
disturbed it hisses loudly and bites. [Its
food consists mainly of other reptiles
(Lacerta sp. and Coronella austriaca,
according to Beskov's research) but
occasionally small mammals and birds are
also eaten (Beskov, 1978).

By gently massaging the stomach of a
newly-fed adult of this species, an adult
specimen of Lacerta trilineata was

Snake Keeper May 1989
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requrgitated. This male measured 144.5cm
(113cm  body and 31.5¢cm  tail). This
individual, as well as all others caught,
was released after being measured and
photographed. In the vivarium, adults of
this species eat mice, whilst the young
only eat lizards. The prey is held in the
coils and then bitten by the venom fangs
which are situated at the back of the
upper jaw. The venom acts very quickly.
When this snake bites defensively, the
venom fangs are only very rarely brought
into play. In 1977 in Yugoslavia [ was
bitten very badly but with no venom being
injected.

KKk
The final part of The Snakes of South-
east Bulgaria, featuring Vipera ammodytes,
will appear in next month's i[ssue.

%

Above and left

Malpolon

monspessul anus

insignitus

(Photo on left shows
. Snake in typical

watching pose.

Photographs:
Petr Velensky
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A1l items in stock 21/4/89

PYTHONS & BOAS £
1. Indian Python Cb Python molurus bivittatus 5ft 99.95
.4 Royal Python Python regius 36in 55.00
2.2 Reticulated Python Cr Python reticulatus 7ft 85.00
10 Reticulated Python Python reticulatus 36in 48.50
1.1 African Rock Python Cr Python sebae 9ft 110.00
1.1 Guyana Red-tail Boa Cr Boa constrictor spp. 5ft 265.00
1.2 Common Boa Cb Boa constrictor constrictor 4ft 140.00
.1 Common Boa Cb Boa constrictor constrictor 30in 95.00
.2 Blood Python Python curtus 48in 175.00
2.2 Amethystine Python Liasis amethistinus 6ft 350.00
2.2 Macklot's Python Liasis mackloti 5ft 350.00
1.1 Argentine Rainbow Boa Epicrates cenchria alvarezi 4ft 150.00
1.1 Guyana Rainbow Boa Epicrates cenchria maurus 30in 110.00
1. Emerald Tree Boa Cb Corallus caninus (just turned green) 24in 350.00
1.1 Hog Island Boa Boa constrictor spp. 52in pair 250.00

The Amazing Golden Python!!
Now A11 Sold But Further Clutch Expected Shortly From Second Female

KING SNAKES & MILK SNAKES

.2 Sin/Pueb Cross Cb Lampropeltis somethingorotherensis 10in 75.00
1 Mole King Cb Lampropeltis c¢c. rhombomaculata 12in 75.00
2.1 Honduran Milk Snake Cb Lampropeltis triangulum hondurensis 48in 95.00
1.2 Queretaro Milk Snake Cb Lampropeltis ruthveni 10in 98.00
1.2 Durango Mountain K. Cb Lampropeltis mexicana greeri 10in 125.00
1.1 Thayer's King Snake Cb Lampropeltis mexicana thayeri 12in 175.00
2. Desert King Snake Cb Lampropeltis getulus splendida 32in 85.00
1.1 Speckled King Snake Lampropeltis getulus holbrooki 36in 48.50
1. California King Cb Lampropeltis getulus californiae 48in 78.50
1 Brooks King Snake Lampropeltis getulus brooksi 12in 75.00

OTHER SPECIES

6 Jewel Snake Drymobius margaritiferus from 15in 19.50
1.1 Diadem Rat Snake Cr Sphalerosophis diadema (rarely seen) 15in 95,00
10 Balkan Whip Snake Coluber gemonensis from 15in 35.00
2.1 Corn Snake Elaphe guttata guttata from 38in 48.50
50 Chinese Corn Snake Elaphe bimaculata from 12in 18.50
15 Russian Rat Snake Elaphe schrenckii anata 48in 48.50
1. Texas Rat Snake Cr Elaphe obsoleta lindheimeri 48in 42.50
3 Yellow Rat Snake Elaphe obsoleta quadrivittata from 30in 32.50
1.1 Everglades Rat Snake Cb Elaphe obsoleta rossalleni 30in 48.50
1.1 Gopher Snake Cb Pituophis melanoleucus 20in 38.50
1. Bull Snake Cb Pituophis melanoleucus sayi from 30in 48.50
1. Northern Pine Snake Cb Pituophis melanoleucus melanoleucus 30in 85.00

1 Central Am. Indigo Cr Drymarchon corais melanurus 48in 75.00
1.3 African House Snake Boaedon fuliginosus from 12in 28.50
1 Malagasy Hog Nose Lioheterodon madagascariensis 42in 55,00
2.1 Black Racer Coluber constrictor from 18in 12.95
2 Striped Whip Snake Masticophis flagellum taeniatus 40in 18.50
2 Eastern Coachwhip Masticophis flagellum flagellum 40in 17.95
15 Red-sided Garter Snake Thamnophis sirtalis from 12in 12.50
10 Ribbon Snake Thamnophis sauritus from 12in 10.50

15 Florida Water Snake Nerodia fasciata from 12in 12.95



Tel: (0922) 642552 or 34657

VENOMOUS SNAKES (licence holders only)

8 Freer Street,
Walsall,
West Midlands.

1 Russells Viper Vipera russelli siamensis 309n 48.50
2.2 Trans-pecos Copperhead Agkistrodon contortrix pictigaster 24in 55.00
2.1 African Bush Viper Atheris nitschei 15in 150.00
2.2 Western Diamondback Crotalus atrox 36in 39.95
.1 White-lipped Viper Cr Trimeresurus albolabris 12in 29.95

1.2 Rhinoceros Viper Bitis nasicornis 201in
1.1 Yugoslavian Viper Vipera berus bosniensis 18in 55.00
MILDLY VENOMOUS (Backfang or toxic saliva. No licence required.)
1.1 False Water Cobra Hydrodynastes bicinctus 5ft 295.00
1 C.A. Lyre Snake Trimorphodon biscutatus 24in 28.50
5.8 European Cat Snake Telescopus fallax from 18in 28.50
50 Chinese Grass Snake Amphiesma stolata from 12in 9.50
LIZARDS
6.6 Solomon Island Monkey Tail Skinks Corucia zebrata (Amazing!) 24in 135.00
5 Three Horned Chameleon Chamaeleo johnstoni 12in 38.50
50 Green Iguana Iguana iguana iguana from 18in 28.50
25 Flying Gecko Ptychozoon lionatum 6in 9.95
3 Hernandez Forest Cham. Corytophanes hernandesi 5in 28.50
25 Casque Headed Lizard Lemanctus spp. 12in 18.50
5.5 Parsons Giant Chameleon Chamaeleo parsoni HUGE! 26in 125.00
3. Plumed Basilisk Cr Basiliscus plumifrons 261in 125.00
50 Water Dragons Physignathus cocincinus from 12in 22.50
2 Leopard Gecko Cb Eublepharus macularius 5in 18.50
2 Berber's Skinks Eumeces shreiberi 15in 38.50
15 Jones Zonure Cordylus tropidosternum 6in 9.95
8 Bosc Monitor Varanus exanthematicus from 15in 28.50
6 Pinecone Tail Iguana Stenosaura spp. 12in 18.50
2 Lined Day Gecko Phelsuma lineata 4in 16.95
3 Four Spot Day Gecko Phelsuma quadriocellata 4in 17.95
5 Gold Dust Day Gecko Phelsuma laticauda 4in 18.95
2.2 Fan Tail Day Gecko Phelsuma seraticauda 8in 65.00
1.1 Standings Day Gecko Phelsuma standingi 8in 65.00
2.3 Giant Euromastix Euromastix ejiptus 241in 95.00
100 Bahaman Anolis Anolis segrei 5in 3.50
100 Green Anolis Anolis carolinensis 5in 3.50
30 Big Headed Anolis Anolis cybotes 7in 6.95
100 Curly Tails Leiocephalus carinatus 7in 7.50
50 Ornate Curly Tails Leiocephalus personatus 7in 8.50
20 Emerald Swift Scelophorus malachitus 6in 9.95
65 Jewel Lizard Liolaemus tenius 5in 5.95
20 Yellow Striped Lizard Liolaemus spp. 5in 4,95
AMPHIBIA
25 Striped Fire Salamandra Salamandra terrestris 6in 16.50
50 African Painted T. Frog Afrixalus spp. 2in 14.50
30 African Mosaic T. Frog Afrixalus spp. - lin 12.95
20 Asian Leaf Frog Megophrys nasuta 3in 22.50
25 Marine Toads Bufo marinus 4in 9.50
Key: 2.3 = 2 males & 3 females Opening hours

25 = 25 specimens unsexed Mon-Sat 9.30am to 5.30pm

Cb = Captive bred Friday to 7.30pm

Cr = Captive raised Alt. Fridays (Snake Night) to 9.30pm
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The Care and Breeding of the
Viperine Snake, Natrix maura (Linnaeus,1758) Part 11

by Steven Bol

The first part of this article appeared in
Snake Keeper, Volume 2, Number 6.

Reproduct ion

Immed iately after hibernation the males
began to come into breeding condition. It
could be seen the previous year in the
vivarium how the male specimens frequently
and obviously excitedly attempted to crawl
over one anothers' backs. As soon as they
saw another snake they attempted to mate
with it. If a male encounters a female one
can see how he glides over her in the
direction of her head. During this process
he pushes his head along the female's back

in jerky, zig-zag  movements. He
subsequently turns around and  glides
(again over the female's back) in the

direction from which he started ard,
finally, turns again heading in the
direction of the head. The male then
remains lying alongside the female with
his cloaca Ilying near to that of the
female. Sometimes he even assumes this
position immediately. He then starts to
make jerky head-movements which continue
in undulating wave-Iike movements along
his body. At the same time he moves his
tail below that of the female so that both
cloacae are lying next to one another.

Nietzke (1984) reports that in males of
Natrix maura (and Natrix tessallata) the
keel ing of the last row of scales above
the male's cloaca are thickened which
would help him to coil around the female.
As soon as he has found the female's
cloaca he can insert one of his hemipenes.
Coitus then takes place.

With my animals I have observed several
times that at the time of coitus the
female promptly turned on her back whereby
the male was thrown off. It is possible
that the female was not in breeding
condition and in this way attempted to
deter the male. It also sometimes happens
that a male tries to coil around another
male whilst he is lying with his head on
the back of a female. [ can only presume
that he 'thought' that he had a female in
his coils. The males are exceptionally
eager to mate in the early part of the
year, immediately after hibernation, but

14

Naf}ikﬂmaura bred by Steven.Bél
Photo: Michael Connolley

DISEASE DIAGNOSIS
MICROSCOPES

* Pparasites, Protozoa, Worm
infestations and Bacterial
infections - can be easily
diagnosed with our simple to
use, low cost microscopes.

Comprehensive Diagnostic Kit
- requiring no previous experience
- £19 (without microscope).

Helpline open 7 days a week
(0272) 500162.

Books, stains, slides, dissection
equipment - the complete service.

S SRS S R S

* Used instruments bought and sold.

* 30 page illustrated catalogue & fact sheets (stamp appreciated).

BRUNEL MICROSCOPES LTD.
(REPTILE SHEETS)
113, Henbury Road,
Bristol, BS10 7AA.

Tel: (0272) 500162 (24hr. Service)
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are also sometimes in breeding condition
well into the Autumn. Even well after the
females have been mated, and up to shortly

before the females are ready to lay their
eggs, the males remain ready to mate. In
the wild, Natrix maura lays 7-20 eggs in

June-July (Steward, 1971).

In the vivarium the date when the animals
are removed from hibernation determines
when the eggs will be laid. The earlier
the hibernation ends, the earlier the eggs
will be laid.

That the laying of the eggs is imminent
(about u-5 weeks after mating) is Ffirst
signalled by the female in that she stops
eating. Secondly she becomes very restless
and burrows in the substrate. A third sign
that the eggs are due is that the female
increases visibly in girth so that the
skin between the scales can clearly be
seen. A small plastic container Ffilled
with moist peat s then placed in the
vivarium. A small hole is cut in the top
so that the female may enter to lay her
eggs. My breeding results were Iisted in
'Reptilia’ Volume 1, No 2. Altogether in
1986 the four females laid a total of 5u
eggs (five clutches) from which 51 snakes
hatched. In 1987 these females produced 72
eggs (six clutches) from which 66 young
resul ted.

In the wild (as far as I am aware) these
animals only lay one clutch of eggs each
year. In my case the snakes laid one or
two clutches of eggs per year. Willsch
(1984) mentions Spanish Natrix maura which
even lay three or four clutches per year,
producing sometimes around 18 eggs per
clutch. Obviously in the case of Natrix
maura there are variations in the number
of  clutches laid per year, whereby
specimens from the more southerly parts of
their range (North Africa, Spain) can
produce a greater number of eggs.

Eggs

As soon as the eggs are laid they are
transferred to an incubator. By holding
the eggs against a bright |ight one is
able to determine whether they are fertile
(one can see red veins running to a red
spot - the embryo). The incubator (after
an idea by Budde, 1980) measures 50 x 50 x
S0cm. 'The top and sides are covered with
foam rubber which, on the one hand acts as
insulation and, on the other serves to
prevent drops of condensed water falling
on the eggs. The incubator is filled with
Snake Keeper May 1989
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water to a depth of around 15cm and in
this an aquarium heater/thermostat is
placed. This heats the water to around 29
to 32 degrees C. In the incubator there is
a relative humidity of 90 to 100%. Plastic
containers filled with sphagnum moss are
placed in the incubator. These stand on a
wire-mesh framework so that they cannot
fall into the water. The eggs are placed
on the moist sphagnum moss.

Using a felt-tip pen the top of each egg
is marked with a number and during the

entire incubation period this number is
kept uppermost. If the eggs are not kept
in the same position throughout  the

incubat ion period there is a considerable
chance that the embryos will suffocate. [
probably lost my first clutch of eggs in
1985 for this reason. At temperatures of
29 to 31 degrees C the eggs hatched after
35 to 42 days. At lower temperatures the
incubation can take much longer (up to 65
days).

Juveniles

After  hatching, the  juveniles are
transferred to a pre-heated vivarium. At
this time they are still very pale in
colour and free of markings. During the

first few months the colouring develops
dramatically; in most cases the animals go
darker in colour and the markings become
more vivid. The young snakes slough for
the first time after 9 to 10 days and
immed iately begin to eat. Before sloughing
they live on the yolk-sac which they
absorbed whilst still in the egg.

In November/December 1986 most of the
Juveniles were well nourished (a few,
however, were not) thus it was decided to
also give these tiny creatures a short
hibernation. They (even those which had
lost weight) were well able to withstand a



short hibernation of two months after
which all specimens began to eat well
again. There is no doubt that without this
hibernation the young would have starved
to death.

Growth

In other |iterature it has been mentioned
that females can achieve a length of 130cm
( Bruno, 1977). For males the maximum
length of &Ocm is given. From the many
specimens (over 100) which I was able to
observe in the South of France not one
female measured more than  80cm; the
largest male measured 5S4cm. It is possible
however that in Spain and North Africa,
Natrix maura can attain greater Iengths.
Meerman (1979) reported a Viperine Snake
of 95cm from Tunisia.

My adult snakes slough on average two to
four times a year; the _juveniles more
frequently (every one to two months). An
average growth chart for the animals
hatched in 1986 can be seen in Fig. 2.
Because some examples had a small part of
their tail missing, snout to cloaca
lengths are used. From the chart it can be
seen that the females grow quicker than
the males. At the end of August 1986
however the growth rate began to slow
down. The temperature in the tank was
influenced each day by the ambient
temperature in the room in which the tank
was situated and this in turn was
influenced by the outside temperature. In
this way the young slowly stopped eating
(they went into hibernating condition) and
became extremely restless. At the end of
October 1986 the 60 watt lamp was replaced
by one of 100 watts, the aim being to get
the snakes to feed better and become [ess
restless. From the graph it can be seen
that between  October and November the
growth rate was only very slow. This
'revival ' was however short-Iived because
in November most of the animals stopped
eating and the growth rate was nil. After
hibernation all young began to eat well
again;  the growth rate increased and
remained  constant during the period
February to August.

In August 1987 the largest female measured

50cm (total length); the largest male
measured  41cm. At the beginning of
September  the first signs of mating

behaviour were also observed so that this
year the F2 generation can be expected. In
Willsch's case (1984) a female laid eggs
at the age of only one year.

16

Figure 2.

Growth rate chart of ten captive-bred
examples of Natrix maura born around the
5th July 1986.
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Hunt ing Behav iour

Patterson and Davies (1982) describe two
types of hunting behaviour. In one case
the snake hunts by swimming and striking
out when it sees a fish. Another type of
hunting behaviour is that the snake |Iies
still in the water with its body coiled
| ike an accordion. When a fish comes into
sight the snake strikes out. In the
vivarium [ have observed many times how a
Viperine Snake |ies with its head just
above the water surface with the front
part of its body coiled |ike an accordion,
whilst the remainder of its body |ies on
the dry land part of the vivarium. As soon
as a fish in the water comes within range
the snake strikes. If it misses the target
then the head is withdrawn from the water
and the snake takes up its previous
position. Natrix maura is most often
described as a diurnal snake but it is
also active at night when it frequently
goes in search of food. To do this it
swims around ‘the tank (mostly with open
mouth) making large loops with its body.
If any part of the body is touched by a
fish it turns its head in the direction of
the point of contact and seizes the fish.
Steward also reports that Natrix maura
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(and other members of the genus Natrix)
make use of their body when hunting for
food.

Diseases
As

I have already reported, my Ffirst

Viperine Snakes died after about six
months, probably from hunger. In 1983 I
obtained rew trio of this species. At

first these were doing extremely well
until I placed a Dice Snake (Natrix
tessallata) in the same vivarium. This was
a mistake because the Dice Snake did not
look too well and was probably quite ill.

Within two months all the snakes
(including the Natrix tessallata) were
dead. They  probably died  from an
intestinal infection. This only serves to

emphasize the necessity of a quarantine
period. Things went much better with the
specimens which I caught in 1984 and 1985,
but there were one or two problems. A
female which was in the latter stage of
sloughing shortly before hibernation was
placed in the refrigerator. After
hibernation she  attempted (without
success) to remove the old skin and also
ate badly. After two months [ was forced
to assist the female to remove the old
slough but during this process her right
eye was badly damaged. She began to eat
again but it soon became obvious that she
was blind in the right eye.

The snakes were also infected with mites,

but these were easily treated with
"Neguvon'.
After a faecal examination in 1987 a

number of worms and their eggs were
discovered and pieces of tapeworm were
being passed with the faeces. I was
informed that it was a case of (the larvae
of ) Nematodes (threadworms) and (the eggs
of) Cestodes (tapeworms). The Nematodes
were  treated with 'Ripercol! (dosage:
20mg/kg body weight) injections. The
Cestodes were treated with oral doses of
'Dronocit! (dosage: 5mg/kg body weight).
Both medications were repeated after 14
days.

Conclusion

Natrix maura is an easily managed snake
which is very suitable for the beginner to
the hobby. This article is intended mainly
as a guide to their maintenance and
breeding. In the same way other European
Natrix species and North American Nerodia

and  Thamnophis species can also be easily
Snake Keeper May 1989
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kept. As s the case in their natural
habitat the Ilatter two species must be
hibernated at 12 to 15 degrees C if
breeding is to be attempted.

X%k Kk

Author's address: Steven Bol
Ravesteijn 46

2681 RB Monster
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Correction to Part I

The original article contained an error
which we repeated in our translation. The
last sentence of Part I should read "The
females are also much bigger and more
robustly built”.

This article, 'Verzorging En Kweek Van
De Adderringslang Natrix maura' orig-
inally appeared in the Dutch magazine
'Reptilia’ Volume 2, Nos 1 & 2 and is
reprinted here by kind permission of
the Author. Translated from  the
original Dutch by John Hackworth.




A Total Albino Grass Snake, Natrix natrix in Berlin
by Norbert Schneeweiss

In September 1985 a total albino Grass
Snake was found south of Berlin. The snake
was only a few days old and measured 16cm.
The  dorsal and ventral scales were
basically whitish in colour with a slight
pink overtone. The eyes were vermillion
red and there was no distinction between
the pupil and the iris. The collar was
still the typical yellow and the tongue
was a light red colour. Along the dorsal
surface there were one to two rows of
small pinkish-coloured spots some 1.5mm in
diameter. In a normally coloured Grass
Snake these spots are often found but they
are always black. After a few days in the
vivarium the young snhake began to take
food (Guppies) without any problems.

After  three years in captivity the
following details can be given about the
development of the animal. Apart from a
barely discernable yellowish tone on the
dorsal surface, the original colouring has
not changed. The snhake is a female and to
date has been kept singly. On the 1st June
1988 the snake laid seven very small and
infertile eggs. The Ilength of the eggs
varied between 15 and 25mm. The last time
the snhake was measured on the 13th

February 1988 (after hibernation) it N
measured 59.5cm and weighed 41g. Evidence FROZEN FOODS

of albinotic reptiles in the wild is very
rare and is wusually |[|imited to young

specimens. The rapid selection of an Rats Large...50p
albino occuring in any population is hAethnw/large"i35p
determined by its conspicuousness. Small...25p

Constitutionally the albinos are not born

in any set ratio to the normally coloured Pinks...15p
animals. On the basis of experimental )
crossings it has been proven for many Mice 18p
snake  species that the tendency to Pinks...15p
albinism s a factor which s inherited
monofactorily and recessively. Quail 50p
Finally I would |ike to express my thanks .
to Mr. Heinz Nazbrowsky in Berlin for the Gerbils 35p
data which I have quoted above.
Piglets Smaill.......... 75p
FRA A Medium...£1.75p
Large..£1.95p
Author's address: Norbert Schneeweiss
Strasse 142, Nr. l;griizgfé Orders sent by Red Star
German Democratic Republic or
collected by arrangement only
Translated from the original German by Telephone (0494) 674895
John Hackworth.
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LETTERS

Dear Snake Keeper,

Concerning the debate about [ight bulbs
versus ceramic heaters [ First used [ight
bulbs to heat my snakes as I was not able
to purchase ceramic heaters in my area.
Whilst using Iight bulbs my  snakes
continually hid under the  newspaper
substrate until disturbed. I eventually
found a shop in Walsall which sold ceramic
heaters and I have used them ever since.
With ceramic heaters my snakes don't hide
at all as I am now able to provide a day
and a night period without a bulb turning
on and off. My animals are much happier
with the new heaters and have never hidden
during the time I have been using them.
When [ used |ight bulbs my snakes suffered
colds but with ceramic heaters they are
superior in health. I know people who use
light bulbs and their snakes are irritable

and stressed - you only have to [look at

them to see this!

Yours sincerely, K. Waltho
Staffs

¥k %k ¥k
Dear Snake Keeper,

This letter is a follow up to our article
in Snake Keeper, Volume 3, No. 1 about the
methods of heating a vivarium. Over the
last few months several letters have been
publ ished concerning our article and we
wish to reply to them. The letters in

question appeared in Snake Keeper, Volume
3, Nos. 2 & 3.

We would Iike to deal with Mr Hingley's
letter first. In the second paragraph Mr
Hingley implies that, as far more people
use [light bulbs, this method must be
better than infra red heaters. Hundreds of
years ago sailors believed that they might

SNAKE KEEPER BACK ISSUES

Volume One Nos. 1-11 still available at
£1.20p (UK & Europe)/ £1.50p (Rest of
World) a copy including p&p.

Volume One No. 12 Sold out. We have a
few less-than-perfect copies left at

70p a copy (UK & Europe)/ £1.00 (RoWw).
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fall off the edge of the world and so they
wouldn't sail out of sight of [land.
Christopher Columbus was called  mad
because he would not go along with his
fellow sailors' views.

Later in his letter Mr Hingley makes
statements |ike "As for providing a
photoperiod, [ can prove that this is not

always essential.” We thought that this
magazine was published to help all snake
keepers. How does a novice know which
snake needs a photoperiod and which snake
doesn't. We think that all snakes need a
photoperiod. Mr Hingley may not realise it
but he does give his snakes a photoperiod
providing he doesn't keep them in a
windowless room. Daylight passes through a
window and  that will illuminate a
vivarium.

Has Mr Hingley ever heard of  heater
guards? The idea of these devices is to
protect snakes from being burnt. This
would prevent the fears he has about
snakes being burnt.

Marcia and [ still have the view that
using [Iight bulbs without a hide box is
barbaric. Imagine yourself asleep in your
bedroom and a |ight is switched on and off
every few minutes. You would be a
psychological wreck within a week or so.
It you supply a hide box you will get over
some of the problems (as we mentioned in
our original article) but will you ever
see your snake? How will you know if it is
il1? Wouldn't it be better to use a system
that permits you to see your pet?

We know of someone whose snhake died whilst
in a hide box. The first idea he had that
something was wrong was the smell. Someone
else found six rotting eggs in their hide

box. "I didn't know she was gravid'", he
tearfully told us.

Now on to Chris Mattison's letter, the
first section of which agrees with us

about |ight bulbs. He then recommends
heater pads or cables. Returning to our
original article we stated that partial
underfloor heating in conjunction with a
dull heat emitter is the best system you
can buy. We ‘totally agree with Chris



Mattison that If you use a dull heat
emitter you must use a very good reliable
thermostat. We feel that most of his worry
about the dull heat emitters was the
problem of the thermostat.

We would |ike to take issue with one small
point in his letter. He said that we were
wrong to choose an even temperature
throughout the cage because we do not know
what temperature the snake |ikes. Then he
advises giving it a variable temperature
throughout its cage — let the snake choose
because the snake knows best but it's
still the snake's owner who chooses what
temperature range the snake will have its
choice of.

Let us tell you how we choose our
temperatures. We go along to our [|ibrary
(after finding out where the reptile comes
from) and consult HMSO temperature records
for the area where our reptile comes from.
Amongst other information we can find out
the average daily temperature, the average
night time temperature, the maximum and
minimum night and day  temperatures,
humidity, hours of sunshine, etc. This is
how we determine what our reptiles need.
We  realise that there may be local
conditions that may change the
temperature. Surely doing it this way is
far better than leaving it to pot [luck
that you have selected the temperature the

reptile needs within your Iimits.

We would |ike to throw another spanner in
the works by saying that we don't believe
that a snake will necessarily choose the
best temperature for itself. We think that
a snake will choose the sarfest place,
irrespective of temperature. We think that
a snake would rather be safe and cold
rather than warm and in danger. Remember
that snakes are wild animals and they have
many enemies in the wild. We believe that
the number one priority is getting through
the day alive. What is the point of being
nice and warm but dead!

Yours sincerely, Chris and Marcia Martin
18 Ball inode Close

Chel tenham

Glos GL50 45Q

Telephone (02u2) 573u77

Don’t forget
to mention

Snake Keeper

when replying

to adverts

Denisonia macul ata

Snake Art

By Jonathan Brownlee

(Adapted from a photograph in
'Animals of Australia' by Stan
& Kay Breeden)
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Experiences in Snake Keeping, Part I1

That evening I asked my wife where [ would
find information about keeping snakes.
"Are you serious?" she replied. '"Well I
would be interested to read about the
subject but I don't suppose I will ever
keep one," [ said.

The next day I scanned the bookshelves in
our local pet shop. [ found a TFH book
called 'Beginning with Snakes' which was
full of photographs, advice and |ists of
species suitable for captivity with
descriptions of correct temperatures,
humidity and 1ighting required.

Then [ came to a section entitled
Problems! which frightened me to death.
This section contained close-up
photographs of worms, mouth rot, mites,
ticks and respiratory diseases. One of the
pictures showed a King Cobra being force
fed. (Can you really keep this type of
snake in the lounge, [ thought?) well it
was nice to read about snake keeping but I
couldn't see myself doing this sort of
thing - I mean where on Earth do you buy
dead mice or rats or even things called
'pinkies’ that go into pumps?

'Common

My wife, Pauline, asked what the book was
like and I replied that it was not bad but
that snake keeping was not for me. [ said
I was keen until I read the book but that
it had put me off for good.

Two weeks later we were in the pet shop
buying the weekly rations for the animals
when Ken asked me to go upstairs and see
what he had in the stock room. Yes, you've
guessed correctly: it was a snake. Ken
told me that it was his own snake which
had escaped last year. Whilst decorating
the lounge he had to remove some skirting
boards and had found the snake behind one
of them. He told me that the snake had
been behind the boards for at least five
months over the winter. [ asked what sort
of snake it was and Ken explained that it
was a Corn Snake from North America. I
thought that it had very  beautiful
markings and seemed a very placid snake.
My wife asked if I would |ike the snake
for my birthday and I stammered, ''No...
yes... no... I mean [ don't know". She
turned to Ken and told him [ wanted it and
asked how much it would cost. Where am I
going to keep it? What am I going to keep
it in and what do I need to keep it? These
Snake Keeper May 1989
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by Malcolm Flux

were the questions that sprang into my
buzzing head. (I was not at all prepared
for all this decision making off-the-cuff.
I needed time to think.) Ken said that [
only needed a small fish tank and a [|ight
bulb to start off with. He told me to come
back next Saturday and all would be ready
for me and with these words ringing in my
ears we set off for home.

I grabbed the snake book from  the
bookshel f and read and re-read and read it
again. I might just have missed something
the First half dozen times.

Saturday came and [ insisted that I went
on my own to get 'Sid! as the snake had
been christened. [ arrived at the shop and
was given a glass tank (45 x 22 x 22cm)
complete with a lid (which had two vents
cut into the top), a 30 watt tungsten
strip lamp, three dead mice and Sid. I had
taken an old sheet with me and covered the
package so that it would not be seen on
the way to the car. [ arrived home and was
greeted by the whole household, including
the dogs, who followed me into the lounge.

My first problem was where
tank. The solution seemed to be to put it
on top of the television set where it
would be in constant view and bottom heat
would be provided for most of the day.
Over the next few hours Sid's every move
was observed by at least eight pairs of
eyes as he explored his new home. I
discovered that folded standard kitchen
roll was a perfect substrate (apart from
the red flower border - | made a mental
note to remember to buy sand-coloured
rolls next time). A piece of forest bark
and water dish completed Sid's new home.

to put the

Next morning [ dared not [look in the
lounge. [ imagined that Sid had died in
the night from fright or had escaped and
gone up the gas-fire flue. But no, thank
goodness, he was still in the tank,
resting under a piece of bark. That
evening [ decided to try and feed him.

After everyone had retired for the night I
cautiously |ifted the |id and dropped one
of the dead mice into the ‘tank. Nothing
happened! After ten minutes or so [
thought that the best thing to do would be
to waggle the mouse to attract the snake's
attention.

To be continued.
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SNAKE KEEPER NEWS
(Cont inued from page 2)

MAINLY ABOUT ANIMALS
The Ffirst

magaz ine
publ ished.

issue of the new quarterly
'Mainly About Animals' has been

Edited by zoologist C. H.
Keel ing, it includes articles about Belize
Zoo, Seals, Cryptozoology, Private Animal
Keeping, Tortoise Keeping, Suburban
Safaris, Life with Invertebrates, book
reviews and news from zoological gardens.
A one year subscription costs £4.80 for
four issues. For further details contact
Mainly About Animals, 121, Layhams Road,
West Wickham, Kent BR.Y SHE.

¥ % X Kk

ROYAL NEWS, No. 2

The second issue of !'Royal
newsletter for Python regius
been publ ished.
Introduction

News'!, the
owners has
This issue includes An

Honor Road, Prestwood, Great Missenden,
Bucks HP16 ONJ. Telephone (02u06) 6328.

*HKkk

REPTILE BREEDING FOUNDATION

The Foundation, based in Picton, Ontario,
has made arrangements to acquire three
Eastern [Indigo Snakes to form a breeding
colony with the two which they already
own. These snakes originally occurred from
South Carolina to Florida and west to
southern Lousiana. However there have been
no recent sightings except in Florida and
Georgia where the Indigo Snake is |isted
as a "threatened species'.

Despite a recent $25,000 grant from
Imperial Oil which will help to upgrade
the Exotarium facilities, the Foundation
still needs financial help. For the sum of
$25+ you can become an Annual Member and
receive the newsletter 'Scales and Tales'
and an individual pass to the Exotarium.

to  Python regius in As an Annual Contributor ($75+) you will

Captivity, Part Il, Ball Python Survey, receive 'Scales and Tales', a family pass

Sensory Deprivation in Royal Pythons and a to the Exotarium and a colour poster.

problem page. Further information is Further information from P.O. Box 1450,
available from Lee Bowler, Braemar, 28 Picton, Ontario KOK 2TO.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTS Adult  female Grey Rat Snake (Elaphe

(Continued from page 24) obsoleta spiloides). Also wanted to buy

or on breeding loan - adult female Great

WANTED Plains Rat Snake (Elaphe guttata emoryi)

and adult female Rosy Rat Snake (Elaphe

Contact wanted with people seriously guttata rosacea). Contact Dave Gales, 1

interested in the genus Thamnophis. This Sanderson Road, Monkseaton, Whitley Bay,

very diverse group deserves more Tyne and Wear NE26 3PF. Tel: (091) 251

attention! Also interested in good qual ity
colour slides of Thamnophis sp. and ssp.
Please write; Jan Malmgren, Hjortstorpsv.
22, S-703 66, Orebro, Sweden.

Male Iguana, must be tame.
645332,

Phone (0742)

Poison Arrow Frogs,
David Manning,
Wi 3RU.

any species. Contact
55 Grove Park Road, London

Rear-fanged or unusual snakes. Contact
Pete Blake on (0752) 263659 (Devon).

Good healthy female Boa for breeding. Must
be 5-7' long and four years old plus. Must
have attractive saddle markings. Tel: Mike
(0962) 60918 day or (0962) 51707 evenings.

Vine Snakes (Oxybelis fulgidus)
other Vine Snake.
2uoL75 after 6pm.

or any
Phone Kevin on (0733)

Snake Keeper May 1989
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Garter Snakes, Captive bred or captive

raised. Also hatchling Corn Snakes. Tel:
(0639) 642227 day or (0639) 6HE677
evenings.

Information on Emerald Tree Boas (Corallus
caninus) and Green Tree Pythons (Chondro-
python viridis) regarding husbandry, feed-
ing, breeding and their availability in
the UK. Andy & Bev Cutts, 31 Austen Drive,
Bramley, Rottherham, S. Yorks S66 OUF.
Tel: (0709) 549384,

EXCHANGE
African  Rock Python, 5r, Immacul ate
condition, excellent feeder on dead rats,

mice or chicks. Handleable but nervous.
Chal lenge for experienced keeper. Swap for
Common or Red-tailed Boa, 31+,
Collection/del ivery by arrangement. Tel:
(0224) u9370u (Aberdeen).
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Rates: Private advertisements (not exceeding 40 words)

e ts

e printed without charge. Trade advertise-

ments 10p a word. Deadline 20th day of the month. Private advertisements are accepted by telephone.

FOR SALE

Reptile Book Specialist. Large selection
of new and secondhand books. J.G. Animals,
17/19 Streatham Vale, London SW16. Tel:
(01) 764 4669, Callers welcome or s.a.e.
for book [ist.

4 Puff Adders, 8", males, £55 each. 1
Burmese Python, 9', male, £100. 1 Banded
Egyptian Cobra, 51, male?, £40

( imperfect). 1 Western Diamondback, male,
£50 (imperfect - no rattle). 1 Western
Diamondback, male, perfect, £70. 1 Long-
nosed Viper, 6", female, £70. 1 Mozambique
Spitting Cobra, 2'6", male, £90. 1 Ceram
Island Death Adder, only one in the
country, &£400. L4 Yellow Banded Krait, 1
female, 3 males, £50 each. 1 Eastern Dia-
mondback, male, £70. 1 Great Basin Rattle-
snake, £120, male? (only one in the
country). 1 Boa Constrictor, u4-5', male,
(red-tailed), &£150. 1 Burmese Python, 6!,
male, £80. Timber Rattlesnakes, large, £80
each. Prairie Rattlesnakes, adult, &£50
each. Western Massasauga, £80. Block of
vivariums, 12 @ 2'6" |ong, underfloor
heating + bulbs. 5'10" tall. £350. Tele-
phone Pete Giles on (0621) 869686 evenings
(Essex).

Pair of Curly-tailed Lizards, &£15 pair.
Butterfly Agama, £10. Also female Leopard
Lizard, £10. Phone (0742) 645332,

Royal Python. 3! long plus vivarium (4' x
1" x 1'6") with ceramic heating. Whole
package  £90. Telephone (0753) 885297
(Bucks).

Locusts for sale. 100 small £6.95p. 50
med/large £6.95p. 100 med/large £12.00p.
20 adult £5.00p. All include 1st class
post/packing. David Manning, 55 Grove Park
Road, London W4 3RU.

Black Rat Snake, male, 4', four years
captive, £u5. 2 male Banded Water Snakes,
three years captive, £10 each. 1 baby

water snake, £5. 1 Red-rumped Tarantula +
tank, £12. Also various tanks and
equipment. All animals healthy. Phone

Runcorn 564457 after 13th May.

Sale or exchange.
peltis unicolor.
and 37,

2 Sunbeam Snakes, Xeno-—
Both feeding well, 2'6"
£60 both. 2 Red-tailed Tree
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FOR SALE

Racers, Gonyosoma oxycephala. Both feeding
well and healthy, &£70 both. All snakes
have been in captivity for seven months
and have been wormed. These snakes were
brought back from Thailand by myself. Any
of the above snakes swapped for female
adult Corn Snake, female Yellow Rat Snake
or female subadult Everglades Rat Snake.
Any other rat snake or  kingsnake
considered. Phone (0742) 680000 after Lpm.

3! Ball Python with 3! vivarium, ceramic
heater and Nova thermostat. £110. Tel:
(0706) 350876 (Rochdale).

Pair of Northern Pine Snakes (Pituophis
melanoleucus melanoleucus). Captive-bred,
18 months old, 5-6' long, unrelated pair.
Feeding well, perfect condition, tame.
£160 pair. Contact Pete on (0793) 611273
(wilts).

Male Green Iguana,
nice markings.
also dead mice.
666725.

3! long, good feeder,
Feeds on vegetables and
£50 o.n.o0. Phone (0742)

Pair of captive-bred Carol ina Corn Snakes,
Elaphe guttata guttata. Male approximately
2'6" and female 3'. Very tame and feeding
well on dead mice. Absolutely stunning
colours, £100. Also includes insulated
wooden vivarium with glass sliding doors,
ceramic heater and thermostat. Telephone
(o274) 722227 (Bradford).

200 Red worms £2.40p.
postage. David Silvester, 188 Wrens Hill
Road, Wrens Nest Estate, Dudley, West
Midlands DY1 3SF.

plus 60p 1st class

D'Albert!s Pythons. Amelanistic Sonoran
Gopher Snakes. Albino Sonoran Gopher Snake
(father). Blood Pythons (fully wormed).
Telephone (02u5) 466503 after 6pm (Essex).
Indian Python, 9!

female. 3 Reticulated

Pythons 1 @ 9! and 2 @ u'!. Cabinet
vivarium 6'10" x 2! wide x 3' high. Fully
equipped. &£450. Price negotiable. Tel:

(061) 682 u207 after Spm.
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Please mention Snake Keeper when replying

to adverts. Thank you.
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More adverts on page 23. Snake Keeper May 1989





